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Mottram-in-Longdendale  Urban 
District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

For  the  Year  1918. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  conditions  of  your  District  during  the  year  1918. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  the  four  terrible  years  of  war  are  over, 
and  we  have  now  to  look  forward  to  happier  and  better  times. 
From  your  district  between  500  and  600  men  have  served  with 
the  Colours. 

This,  naturally,  has  crippled  the  industries,  and  there  has 
been  little  or  no  casual  labour. 

There  has  been  considerable  curtailment  of  food,  and 
what  there  has  been  not  of  the  pre-war  standard.  In  spite  of 
all  this  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  has  not  materially  suffered. 

The  workers  have  been  well  employed  during  the  war. 
There  has  been  no  poverty,  and  the  relief  fund  money  has  re¬ 
mained  intact. 
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POPULATION. 


Population  for  Death  Rate .  2,844 

,,  ,,  Birth  Rate .  2,538 

Area  in  Acres .  1,084 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living  .  .  10.2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  living .  9.4 

Death  Rate  from  Zymotic  Disease .  I®.  4  f  9- 

Deaths  under  1  year  to  1 ,000  Births  ...  ...  239  /f  2^ 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Five  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were  regis¬ 
tered,  being  equal  to  a  death  rate  of  23£  per  1,000  births  regis¬ 
tered.  /f  2- 

Causes  of  deaths  were  as  follows  : — 


Intussuception . 1 

Whooping  Cough  . . .  2 

Convulsions  . 2 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Heart  Disease  4,  Gall  Stones  1,  Cancer  2,  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  2,  Whooping  Cough  2. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Your  district  has  been  remarkably  free  from  Zymotic  dis¬ 
eases.  There  has  been  reported  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
which  was  contracted  in  Manchester.  Four  cases  of  Measles 
and  one  of  Erysipelas. 

WHOOPING  COUCH. 

During  the  months  of  April  and  May  the  School  at 
Broadbottom  was  closed  owing  to  a  severe  epidemic  of  Whoop¬ 
ing  Cough.  There  were  two  deaths  as  a  result  of  the  same, 
with  Pulmonary  Complications. 

INFLUENZA. 

There  were  two  epidemics  of  Influenza  during  1918.  The 
first  was  in  July,  and  the  other  in  December. 

During  neither  epidemic  were  there  any  deaths,  although 
the  disease  in  some  cases  was  complicated  with  Pneumonia. 


There  did  not  seem  to  be  any  discrimination  as  to  those  it 
attacked.  The  old  and  the  young — male  and  female — were 
all  equally  its  victims. 

The  epidemic  in  both  cases  spent  itself  in  about  three 
weeks. 

There  were  four  distinct  types  : — 

(1)  Ordinary  influenza  with  high  temperature. 

(2)  Cases  complicated  with  Pulmonary  affection. 

(3)  Cases  where  the  pain  was  chiefly  Muscular 

(Myalgia) . 

(4)  Gastric  cases,  accompanied  with  diarrhoea  and  sick¬ 

ness. 

In  my  opinion  the  disease  is  contracted  from  people  who 
frequent  railway  carriages,  trams  and  cinemas,  who  are  just 
beginning  or  suffering  from  a  slight  attack  of  the  disease.  The 
incubation  period  is  from  24  to  36  hours — the  mucous  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  throat  and  nose  being  the  first  affected. 

I  noticed  during  the  December  epidemic  that  those  people 
who  suffered  from  Influenza  in  July  seemed  to  be  immune  from 
the  attack  in  December. 

COMPLICATIONS. — Quite  a  number  of  cases  suffered 
from  severe  epistaxis,  which  required  plugging  of  the  nose. 

EMPYEMA  occurred  in  three  of  my  cases. 

TACHYCARDIA  was  another  troublesome  complication 
— also  neuritis. 

Treatment. — The  patient  was  immediately  ordered  to  bed 
— given  a  dose  of  Epsom  Salts,  and  kept  on  warm  water  for  36 
hours.  The  drug  I  found  which  gave  the  best  results  was  Sod. 
Salicylate  gr,  xv.,  every  four  hours,  and  the  sick  room  well 
ventilated. 

Hand-bills  and  posters  were  circulated  in  the  district, 
setting  form  precautionary  methods,  and  advising  irrigation 
of  nose  and  throat  with  a  weak  solution  of  Potassium  Perman¬ 
ganate  and  Salt. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease  in  either  epidemic. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

During  the  war  the  old  Spout  Green  Tannery  has  been 
opened  as  such.  Its  proximity  to  a  number  of  houses  has 
rendered  it  very  objectionable.  Not  having  sufficient  accom¬ 
modation  for  the  number  of  hides  to  be  treated  they  were  left 
outside,  and  in  the  summer  months  the  stench  from  the  same, 
and  the  number  of  “blue  bottle  flies,”  was  a  source  of  great 
annoyance  to  the  inhabitants. 

The  farmers  of  Hattersley  and  residents  in  Hodge  Fold 
also  complained  of  the  pollution  of  the  brook  which  runs 
through  their  farms. 

The  Precipitation  Tanks  which  were  ordered  were  of  a 
very  primitive  nature,  and  did  very  little  to  free  the  water  from 
impurities. 

If  this  building  is  going  to  be  used  as  a  permanent  tannery 
great  alterations  will  be  required. 

There  have  been  no  complaints  regarding  the  licensed 
knacker  yard. 

COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

There  are  23  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  in  the  district.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  war  nothing  has  been  done  to  remedy  the  unsanitary 
condition  of  the  three  shippons  which  have  been  so  often 
brought  to  the  notice  of  your  Council,  viz.,  those  at  Rhodes 
Farm,  Marsden  Farm,  and  Warhill  Farm.  I  may  mention 
that  the  roof  on  the  one  situated  on  the  Warhill  was  blown  off, 
and  a  temporary  one  put  on. 

As  the  Tollemache  Estate  is  to  be  sold  notice  was  sent  to 
the  agent  that  whoever  bought  the  above  farms  would  be  re¬ 
quired  to  erect  suitable  shippons  on  the  same. 

If  we  want  a  clean  and  pure  Milk  Supply  we  must  have 
sanitary  shippons. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Compared  with  other  districts,  the  Milk  Supply  has  been 
good.  There  has  been  a  diminished  supply,  but  nursing 
mothers  and  children  have  never  suffered.  Samples  of  milk 
for  analysis  were  taken  by  the  County  Council  Inspector  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  There  were  no  unfavourable  reports. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


Your  district  is  supplied  by  a  pure  and  abundant  supply 
of  water. 


SCHOOLS. 

The  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  Mottram  and  Broad- 
bottom  are  in  a  sanitary  condition. 

During  the  war  the  Bankfield  Infants’  School  has  been 
closed,  as,  owing  to  structural  defects,  it  was  no  longer  con¬ 
sidered  safe.  The  children  were  transferred  to  the  West  End 
School. 


MIDWIVES  ACT,  1910. 

The  district  is  very  badly  supplied  with  midwives.  There 
is  only  one  who  resides  in  Broadbottom.  She  is  in  a  delicate 
state  of  health,  and  not  able  to  be  relied  upon. 

We  certainly  ought  to  have  a  competent  midwife  in  the 
district.  I  should  recommend  your  Council  to  approach  the 
County  Council  on  the  matter. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

This  is  done  by  contract.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  labour 
I  am  afraid  a  great  many  of  the  privies  and  ashpits  have  been 
neglected. 

All  the  privies  ought  to  be  converted  into  pail  closets ;  there 
would  then  not  be  so  many  complaints. 

SEWAGE  WORKS. 

These  seems  to  be  acting  satisfactorily.  The  effluent  re¬ 
ported  upon  by  the  Inspector  of  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Com¬ 
mittee  was  first  on  the  list. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWNS  PLANNING,  ETC  ,  ACT,  1809. 

No  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year.  In¬ 
spections  under  the  above  Act  have  not  been  carried  out,  the 
reason  being  shortage  of  material  and  labour,  together  with  the 
increased  cost  of  same. 

Until  D.O.R.A.  is  removed  I  don’t  see  how  it  is  possible 
to  compel  landlords  to  spend  a  considerable  amount  of  money 
on  their  properties. 

There  is  a  great  shortage  of  houses  with  three  bedrooms. 
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INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

I  have  made  frequent  inspection  of  your  district.  A 
number  of  houses  are  getting  the  worse  for  wear — slates  blown 
off  and  rain  coming  in,  causing  considerable  dampness  of  the 
walls.  The  privy  ashpits  situated  at  the  foot  of  Gorsey  Brow, 
King  Street  and  lower  side  of  Market  Street,  are  a  perpetual 
source  of  complaint.  As  I  have  pointed  out  before,  they  ought 
to  be  converted  into  pail  closets,  and  then  they  would 
be  emptied  regularly. 

The  cellar  dwellings  in  Garden  Street  would  be  much 
better  converted  into  wash-houses  for  the  houses  situated  in 
Bank  Street.  It  would  greatly  improve  the  property,  and 
there  would  be  a  through  ventilation.  There  are  several  cases 
of  overcrowding. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  four  registered  slaughter-houses  in  your  district. 
They  have  been  regularly  visited  by  your  Inspector.  They  are 
clean,  and  the  sanitary  conditions  fairly  satisfactory. 

UNWHOLESOME  FOOD. 

A  certain  amount  of  Frozen  Meat  was  condemned  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  four  factories  and  33  workshops  registered  in 
the  district.  These  have  been  inspected.  They  were  all  found 
well  ventilated,  clean,  and  sufficient  air  space. 


I  remain,  Gentlemen, 


Yours  Obediently, 


GEO.  J.  AWBURN,  B.Hy. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


